
By Rick the Red

On this very special Friday night

we honor our 13 seniors, who will

play their final games in Marco

Stadium.  They are: Antoine White

(1), Alex Owen (4), Greg Kingscott

(6), Coner Doherty (8), Manoj

Bhutani (11), Scott Bozworth (42),

Jamie Werner (51), Artie Cifarelli

(57), Jeff Mansbach (65), Pat Haar

(66), Michael Siegrist (68), Charles

Mouton (75), and Colton Keune

(81).

Whitman’s Varsity (3-5) hosts the

Churchill Bulldogs, also 3-5, in

their final home game of the sea-

son, which is also Homecoming for

the Vikings.  Churchill, also in the

4A West Division, has had a num-

ber of common opponents with the

Vikings.  Among that group, the

Bulldogs have beaten Wootton

(28-14), while losing to Northwest

(29-7), Gaithersburg (35-3),

Springbrook (9-7), and Magruder

(34-10).

The previous two weeks the

Vikings, and their loyal fans, have

experienced the highest of highs

and the lowest of lows.  Two

weeks ago, in a thrilling perform-

ance before a raucous home

crowd, Whitman came back to

defeat Springbrook 28-19.

Springbrook, which entered the

game with a 5-1 record, stormed to

a 10-0 lead in the second quarter

before Whitman answered.  After

Springbrook’s talented back Adou

Kouadio scored from one yard out

to make it 10-0, Whitman began its

comeback with quarterback Greg

Kingscott completing a 50 yard

pass to Alex Owen, followed by an

18 yard pass to receiver Antoine

White for the TD.  An Aaron Norris

(9) extra point, off a Jeff Susskind

(7) hold and a Mike Siegrist snap,

made the score 10-7 and a subse-

quent 32 yard field goal for

Springbrook made the halftime

score 13-7.  
See “Varsity” p. 3
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The Viking JV home game against

the Bethesda-Chevy Chase

Barons started with much

anticipation. The junior Vikes

seemed well-positioned for a win,

having defeated the Northwest HS

JV team the previous week in a

hard-fought, exciting, come-from-

behind win on Northwest’s home

turf.  And the Viking varsity had

crushed the Baron varsity days

before in front of a large home

crowd.

Matching that anticipation, the JV

scored on their first drive.

Sophomore Corey Freeman (3)

took the kick-off and ran for ten

yards, giving the Vikings decent

field position. Right away,

freshman QB Larry Kline (10) took

the snap and ran the ball to

midfield for a first down. Then

freshman running back Kevin

Cecala (25) advanced the ball

another nine yards, followed by

freshman running back Danny Lee

(31) for another 15 yards. After

losing five yards on a false start

call, and another 15

yards on a holding call,

Kline completed a

pass to sophomore

wide receiver Mark Jutkowitz (5)

for 20 yards, gaining it all back.

The steady, solid work of the

offensive line kept the JV

pounding closer and closer to the

goal. With 6:08 left in the first

quarter of play, Kline handed off to

Cecala for nine yards, enough for

a Whitman touchdown. Lee

delivered a perfectly-kicked extra

point, and quickly the Vikings were

up 7-0.

The Baron’s first drive

demonstrated the superb

defensive work of the Vikings.

Sophomore defensive lineman

Deven Nettles (53) effectively

stopped the drive on second down

when he stuffed the Baron QB

deep in the backfield. They

couldn’t recover from Nettles’

handiwork, and they had to punt

on fourth down. 

The Vikings started another drive

at midfield, but this time the

possession went nowhere. After a

Vikings three and out, the Barons

took the ball and bucked up

against a strong Whitman D-line.

On second down, freshman

linebacker Jojo Dobbs (82) blasted

into the backfield and sacked the

quarterback as he let loose a pass,

which went incomplete. The

defense held their ground, and

BCC had to kick. The next

possessions by each team

resulted in nothing for either side.

Defensively, though, several Vikes

had stand-out performances. Lee

spent his time manhandling the

opponent, usually for a loss and

usually to stop the drive, and

during the Barons’ final drive of the

half sophomore defensive lineman

Lubo Mitov (56) delivered a

punishing sack to the QB which

stalled the drive. In that same

series, on fourth and eight,

freshman linebacker Nejad

Sassan (32) gave magnificient

pursuit and tackled the ball carrier

to stop the Barons on fourth down.

On the first Baron possession of

the second half, freshman

defensive back Carson Kline (15)

jumped high in the air to break up

a pass play that would surely have

resulted in big yardage, for which

he received a much-noticed high

five by his brother Larry. Despite

his efforts, the drive represented

the first time in the game that the

Barons moved the ball

successfully against the Viking

defense. They gained huge

yardage with a running game, a

passing game and a couple of

reverses. They pushed their way

right to the Whitman one-yard line,

where they fumbled the ball.

Whitman recovered and on the

very first play after the fumble

recovery, Kline ran for 29 yards,

but was downed by an audible

helmet to helmet tackle. Though

another 15 yards was tacked on to

the end of the run, no one was

celebrating because Kline was

slow to get up, exiting to the

cheers of his teammates and the

spectators. But the Vikings were

penalized one play later, 10 yards

for a block in the back, and

another 15 yards for a personal

foul, all in the same play. Unable to

overcome this deficit, they punted.

See “Nipped” p. 3

JV Vikes Nipped by Barons
By Ingrid Iron

The Whitman JV Vikings faced off

against the Colonels of Magruder

High School at the Magruder

home field on a cold Thursday

evening, Oct. 26.  The Vikes were

supported by a small, loyal, but

very noisy group of fans. Though

the night was cold, the Vikes

would not let this, nor the sheer

size of the opponent’s defensive

line, deter them. This would prove

to be a game where big

momentum-changing plays did not

occur: instead, the Vikings made

solid plays over and over again

throughout the game, which had

the effect of turning the tide and

created the winning momentum for

the Vikings.

The Vikes won the toss and opted

to wait to receive the ball until the

second half. Freshman Danny Lee

(31) kicked off, a nice long and

high kick, which was promptly

returned for a touchdown by

Magruder sophomore running

back Pablo Flores, who was

thought by many on the Viking

team to be Marguder’s key player.

He took the ball and ran it back for

90 yards, slipping

through every

Whitman player in

his way. But the

kick for the extra point was no

good, and within a minute, the

score was Magruder 6, Whitman

0.

Whitman took their first

possession and freshman QB

Larry Kline (10) ran all three plays,

but the Vikes failed to get first

down yardage. They punted, and

the Colonels were able to see right

away the sheer tenacity of the

Viking defense.  The Vikes were

able to create havoc in the

Marguder offensive line, with

freshman linebacker Jojo Dobbs

(82) causing a fumble, and a major

sack by sophomore Deven Nettles

(53) on a 3rd and 18 that forced a

punt. The reality of the Whitman

defensive line was beginning to be

understood by Magruder.

On Whitman’s next drive,

freshman defensive back Patrick

Slawta (20) pounced on a fumble

to save the drive from being turned

over, but the drive stalled anyway,

forcing a punt. When the Colonels

took over again, they were

pounded by sophomore lineman

Anthony Vekstein (68), who had a

sack so huge that together with a

holding call against the Colonels,

the second down play was 41

yards shy of the 1st down marker.

The Vikes didn’t let anything pass,

and on 4th and 41 Magruder

punted. Freshman special teams

player Carson Kline (15), whose

play in this game was

indispensable to the win, ran it

back for 15 yards before being

brought down. The Vikings took

over with a 1st and 5 after an

offsides call against Magruder. On

this series, QB Kline, freshman

defensive back Danny Lee (31)

and freshman running back Kevin

Cecala combined running and

passing plays to push the ball to

the goal line. On 2nd and goal,

Kline faked a hand-off to Cecala

but passed to Lee, who pushed it

through for the score. The extra

point was unsuccessful, and the

game was tied at 6-6.

See “Magruder” p. 3

JV Vikes Beat Magruder 13-6
By Ingrid Iron

Freshman JV Quarterback Larry Kline (10) on the Ground vs. Magruder
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Continued from page 1

As the game wore on, the Viking

defense steadily improved against

Kouadio, who had come into the

game with 780 yards rushing and

nine touchdowns.  The Vikings

were determined not to lose this

game.  They scored three touch-

downs in the second half to just

one for Springbrook.  Two

Kingscott TD runs of one and 21

yards were sandwiched around an

18 yard touchdown pass from

Kingscott to Mike Lee (88).  All in

all, it was the best performance by

the Vikings this year against a

very solid opponent, and a very

exciting game to watch for the

jubilant home crowd.

Last week’s game, however, rep-

resented the lowest of the lows as

the Vikings fell to the Magruder

Colonels by 14-12.  It was a game

that seemed quite winnable but

the elements, the referees, and

just plain bad luck seemed to con-

spire against the Vikings that

night.  A cold and rainy night made

it almost impossible for the Vikings

to throw the ball, not to mention

miserable for the hardy and loud

band of supporters on the visitors’

sidelines.  The key play of the

game was a two-point conversion

that Whitman attempted which

would have tied the game at 14 in

the second half.  Kingscott handed

off to White up the middle, who

appeared to easily break the

plane, but the officials ruled that

he did not.  After the game, numer-

ous players, including White, said

that he had gotten into the end

zone.  Unfortunately, that loss

effectively ended any playoff

hopes that Whitman had for this

season.

Churchill is led by their quarter-

back Curran Chabra who threw for

220 yards and a touchdown in

their loss to Magruder.  His pri-

mary target was receiver Connor

Phillips who hauled in seven pass-

es for 94 yards in that game.  If the

Vikings can knock off the Bulldogs

and finish with a win against

Walter Johnson in the season

finale, they would have a 5-5

record.  Given all that has been

stacked against them this season,

that would be no small accom-

plishment.  

This Viking team played what is

probably the toughest schedule in

the entire State of Maryland in the

first half of the

season.  They

also had to deal

with all the

effects from the

“Smoothie King”

episode involving

some of their for-

mer teammates,

not the least of

which was the

loss of three tal-

ented starters.

Led by a very tal-

ented, resource-

ful and hard

working senior

class, they have

persevered and

are looking to

“finish with

honor”.  

We honor all the

Vikings tonight,

and particularly

those seniors

who have so dis-

tinguished them-

selves in this pro-

gram for the last

four seasons.  For most of them,

this will be their last season of

football.  They will remember

these games and their teammates

for the rest of their lives.  We will

remember them for the way they

represented themselves and their

school these past four years.

Good luck to all the Seniors!

“Varsity”

Senior WR Antoine White Returns vs. Springbrook

“JV” - Continued from page 2

As if fueled by the sting of the

fumble on the one, the Barons

marched down the length of the

field and the Vikings seemed

powerless to stop them. Every

play yielded huge gains, and twice

during the drive the Whitman

defense helped them out with

penalties that resulted in

automatic first downs. Finally, the

Barons scored, and then

successfully completed a two-

point conversion on a quick pass

that gave them the lead, 8-7, late

in the fourth quarter.

Although the Vikes JV had the last

possession, they could not score,

and the clock ran out with this

disappointing outcome. The

stunned JV Vikings must have felt

like Northwest had felt the

previous week: incredulous that a

team they thought they could

defeat handily would instead come

up with the win.

“Magruder” - Continued
from page 2

The next several series were

characterized by great plays by

the Whitman defense.

Sophomore defensive back Mark

Jutkowitz (5) knocked away a

pass in the end zone which would

have been a TD for Magruder.

Nettles had another sack, and

sophomore defensive lineman

Roy Briggs (55) relentlessly

pounded the Magruder offensive

line. The Colonels arrived at the

goal line anyway, but were

stymied on every effort, and finally

attempted a field goal kick. But

Dobbs and Kline blasted through

the line and caused a fumble, and

the Vikings took over. 

The Colonels, seeing that the

Viking defense could penetrate

their offensive line, started a

passing game that was stymied

by Carson Kline. Kline knocked

away half a dozen passes for

incompletions, including one in

the end zone on a fourth and 13

that would have changed the

outcome of the game.

After the half, the Vikings received

the ball, and with possession and

confidence the Vikings again

drove to the Colonel goal. On this

drive Lee and Kline took turns

pushing the defense back, aided

by freshman tight end Danny

Shannahan (13), who created

extra running space for Kline with

a superb open field tackle.

On 1st and goal, Kline ran it

around the side in a

quarterback keeper to push

the Vikings ahead 13-6, with

Lee’s good extra point.

Now it was the Colonels turn

to try and tie the score. With

the clock running down, the

Colonels couldn’t convert on

third and 15, and the fourth

down play was not enough

for a 1st down. The Vikings

took over on their own 35,

but a first down fumble gave

the Colonels the ball again,

close to the Viking goal, and

a fresh set of downs. Each

successful Magruder play

was followed by a play in

which the Viking defense

pushed the offensive line

back for a loss, or struck

down a pass. Finally it was fourth

down, and the Colonels final

attempt was shut down and the

ball turned over to the Vikes on

downs. Kline took a knee and the

game was over. The sweet victory

was hard and honestly won, and

showed off the extreme talent on

the Viking squad.

Freshman WR/DB Carson Kline (15)






