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 VIKINGS SILENCE SCREAMING EAGLES 16-13; PLAYOFF OUTLOOK GOOD 

       By Rick Werner 

    With a scintillating double  overtime victory over Seneca Valley last Friday night, the Whitman Vikings put themselves in solid position to 

extend this 2009 season into the playoffs.  There are multiple scenarios, but put most simply- if the Vikings beat the Churchill Bulldogs Friday, 

they will make the playoffs and could possibly host a first round game.  

  In a game that will go down in Viking lore, Danny Lee kicked a 26 yard field goal in the second OT period to set off a wild victory celebration 

on the Whitman sideline.  The Vikings only needed a field goal to win as Seneca Valley, having gone first in the second OT, was stuffed on a 

fourth and goal from the one yard line.  Viking defensive coordinator Andy Lee called for an all -out blitz on the play, and tackle Danny Lee shot 

his gap untouched and tackled Eagle fullback Bernard Wolley in the backfield.   

  It was a minor miracle that the game even went to the second overtime. All the Eagles needed to win the game was to kick the extra point 

following their touchdown in the first ov ertime period.  The Vikings had gone first and failed in their two -point conversion attempt following 

Kevin Cecalaõs three yard touchdown run.  But, incredibly, Jeff Gruen burst through the center of the line and blocked the kick, sending the 

game to a second overtime. 

  The Vikings got off to a great start as they unveiled a new offensive weapon.  Lee was sent in motion and used as a lead blocker for tailback 

Cecala with great success.  Cecala ran for 65 yards on 12 carries in the first quarter alone and ended up with 121 yards on 32 carries for the 

game. The first big break of the game came on a Connor Gordon punt halfway through the first quarter.  With the wind at his b ack Gordon 

lofted a beautiful punt that drove the Eagle returner back inside his five yard line.  With the ball drifting, the returner backpedalled but still had 

the ball glance off his shoulder pads where the Vikings recovered at the Seneca Valley four yard line.  Two Cecala runs brought up a third and 

goal from the one yard line.  From there QB Henry Kuhn scored standing up on a sneak and the Lee kick made it 7-0.  Seneca Valley tied the 

score just prior to halftime on a short pass. 

  Whitman made some big plays in the second half, notably recovering an on-side kick and recovering another muffed punt deep in Eagle 

territory, but couldnõt capitalize on the opportunities.  Seneca Valley didn't score again in the 2nd half either as the Whitman defense, 

characterized by typically tough and smart Whitman players who put themselves in position to  make plays and then make some additional plays 

based on heart and desire, forced numerous punts from the Eagles. In the end, it was a very special Whitman victory. Head Coach Jim Kuhn 

described it as one that his players will long remember.  It also is important in the evolving playoff picture.  æ 
 

 

 

 

 
 

STANDINGS (AS OF 11/2/09)  

 School Schedule Wins Losses Ties 
Win 

Points 
Bonus 
Points 

Accumulated 
Points 

Point 
Average 

Sherwood 10 8 1 0 64.00 32.00 96.00 10.67 

Paint Branch 10 8 1 0 62.00 24.00 86.00 9.56 

Whitman 10 7 2 0 55.00 22.00 77.00 8.56 

Churchill 10 7 2 0 55.00 19.00 74.00 8.22 

Springbrook 10 6 3 0 47.00 18.00 65.00 7.22 

Bethesda - CC 10 4 5 0 31.00 12.00 43.00 4.78 

Gaithersburg 10 4 5 0 32.00 10.00 42.00 4.67 

Northwest 10 3 6 0 24.00 8.00 32.00 3.56 

Wootton 10 2 7 0 16.00 10.00 26.00 2.89 

Magruder 10 3 6 0 23.00 3.00 26.00 2.89 

Walter Johnson 10 2 7 0 16.00 4.00 20.00 2.22 

Blair 10 2 7 0 14.00 3.00 17.00 1.89 

Richard Montgomery 10 0 9 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

          TURN TO PAGES 4, 5 & 8 FOR FULL COVERAGE OF SPRINGBROOK AND JV SENECA VALLEY GAMES, PLAYERS OF THE GAME, ROSTERS, ETC. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Whitman JV September 5, 2009                           by Debbie Stevens 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

4A WEST REGION PLAYOFFS  
Sherwood and Paint Branch have clinched playoff spots. Three teams are vying for the remaining two spots.  
Whitman is in third place, followed by Churchill and Springbrook.  A Whitman win ensures a spot for the Vikings. A 
Springbrook loss to Paint Branch sends both Whitman and Churchill to the playoffs regardless of who wins Friday's 
game. A Whitman win, combined with a Springbrook victory could give the Vikings a first round game at home. 
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